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DOING THE BUSINESS…

Welcome to The Collection !
Our bespoke guide will help you stock the items you 
need to wow your customers. What you don’t want 
is items on your shelves refusing to sell. For a huge 
choice of products, at a glance, you can’t beat The 
Collection, brought to you by Craft Business.

Inside you will find page after page of great ideas 
and in-depth business advice that will help to boost 
your business. Stuffed to the brim with excellent 
products from across the craft industry this is an 
essential guide for any business owner. Keep it close 
at hand to see what new products are on offer. But 
not only that, you can see who stocks what and find 
the information on how to contact and connect with 
the people to bring you the best of the best.

From sewing and haberdashery, knitting and 
crochet, craft books and tools to mixed media there is 
everything you could possibly need for your business. 
So take a look through what’s on offer - there is 
something for every craft business within these 
pages.

Mark Hayhurst, editor Craft Business
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Limited Edition Caran d’Ache Prismalo 
Bicolor Pencils – Give a Little Joy 

Collection
A ready to use set of 10 Two-tone Prismalo water-
soluble pencils with a range of 20 essential colours 
and 1 waterbrush are available in a handy portable 

metal pencil case that is easy to take wherever you 
go. Ideal for discovering the effects of watercolours 

and express your creativity either when out and 
about or at home. RRP £24.99

Tel: 020 8381 7000     info@jakar.co.uk 

Caran d’Ache Graphite Line Satin Gift Box 
– All the Colours of Black

The purity of graphite and a wide and regular range 
of graduation for a variety of techniques including 

washes, stippling, shading, writing, sketches, blurring 
and technical and artistic drawings. A set of 15 

Grafwood and 3 Technalo pencils complemented by 
3 Grafcube 10mm and 3 Grafcube 15mm are stored 
in a grey metal X Titanium paper box. Rounding up 

the contents of this excellent gift box are 1 small 
sharpening board, 1 blending stump, 1 double pencil 

sharpener and 1 Technik eraser. RRP £214.99
Tel: 020 8381 7000     info@jakar.co.uk 

Caran d’Ache Technalo Set of Six
Discover the power of graphite fused with the magic 
of water-soluble colour. This set comprises of three 
Technalo graphite pencils in grades B, 3B and 6B as 

well as one Technalo RGB graphite pencil each in red, 
green and blue. A large water brush completes the set 
in a metal tin for easy storage and transportation. RRP 

£21.50 
Tel: 020 8381 7000     info@jakar.co.uk 

Caran d’Ache Brushes with Water 
container

Set of 3 Caran d’Ache versatile waterbrush pens 
with water reservoir and large tip for plain colours 

and wash drawings, medium tip for small detail, 
calligraphy and subtle mixes and a fibre-tipped 

tip perfect for ‘drawing’ with water-colours. RRP 
£16.99

Tel: 020 8381 7000     info@jakar.co.uk 
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FRISK YUPO PAPER PADS
Frisk YUPO paper pads are a extremely versatile 

painting surface! Ideal for use with alcohol inks and 
watercolours, wipe off to reveal a dazzling white 

surface, scratch when dry, blend and merge colours 
in the most exciting way. This smooth, tear resistant, 
bright white synthetic paper is perfect for artists to 

develop their artistic flair! 85 gsm, 25 sheets.  
Fully recyclable.

www.artcoe.co.uk   sales@artcoe.co.uk
0845 300 7750

FRISK TRACEDOWN
Photo to sketch in minutes!

Suitable for all users, whether a beginner, amateur 
or professional. Tracedown is the must have artists’ 
tool. Tracedown transfers favourite designs, images, 

prints or photos in no time at all, it is a wax-free 
transfer paper that has been created for general 

or specialised use. Available in A3 & A4, in graphite, 
white or assorted colours.

Tracedown is three easy steps!
1. Place Tracedown, face down on your chosen 

surface. 2. Position design, image or photo on top 
and simply Tracedown the outline. 3. Lift up the 

Tracedown and your favourite design is ready for 
more creative expression.

www.artcoe.co.uk   sales@artcoe.co.uk
0845 300 7750

FRISK BLACK PAPER PADS
Frisk black paper pads offer smooth, crisp and striking 

black sheets, the perfect choice for a variety of 
artworks. Perfect for use with pens, markers, pastels, 

pencils, paints, inks and much more…. very effective 
with white and metallic colours! Ideal for all types of 

art, craft or design projects. 135 gsm, 50 sheets. 
www.artcoe.co.uk   sales@artcoe.co.uk

0845 300 7750

FRISK KRAFT PAPER PADS
Frisk kraft paper pads are ideal for drawing and 
sketching, they are perfect for dry techniques 

including charcoal, pencils and pastels. Also suitable 
for wet techniques using ink, acrylics and gouache. 

Very resistant and do not tear on wet technique. 
Ideal for all types of art, craft or design projects. 90 

gsm, 100 sheets.
www.artcoe.co.uk   sales@artcoe.co.uk

0845 300 7750
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Encaustic Art Starter Set
The Gift Boxed Encaustic Art Starter Set is a perfect 

present for almost anyone of almost any age. Existing 
skill is not necessary because the iron creates 

fascinating effects immediately. These coloured 
wax results can be reworked at any future time. The 

heated tools remelt and change everything. Contains: 
Encaustic Art Painting Iron, 16 wax block colours, A6 
and A5 white painting cards, metal scribing tool and 
a short multi-lingual guide (English, French, German, 
Dutch and Spanish). Once you get this you are all set 
to start your Encaustic Art journey. Online courses 

area now available; discover fun and success. 
encaustic.com

Screen Printing Kits
From paper stencils to highly-detailed designs, screen 

printing is an easy and fun way to add your artistic 
vision to your holiday! Whether you’d like to create 
unique cards, gift tags, or home décor, Speedball’s 
array of screen printing kits have all the inks, tools 

and accessories you need to get creating for you and 
everyone else on the naughty and nice lists!

www.speedballart.com

Colour and learn pond life tablecloth
Our new colour and learn pond life tablecloth 

is teeming with animal and plant life; there’s so 
much for the whole family to discover and enjoy 
as they colour! Have fun learning about the life 

cycles of frogs and dragonflies, identifying species 
and virtual pond dipping! Then when you’re ready 
for more pond discovery, pop the tablecloth on a 
warm machine wash and everything washes out 
ready for your next adventure... The perfect fun 

and educational gift for nature-mad kids - great for 
birthdays, Christmas, parties and for keeping young 

natural scientists busy at the kitchen table!
www.eatsleepdoodle.com 

Daniel Smith Watercolours 
Daniel Smith, a worldwide leader in the manufacture 

of watercolours for artists with 250+ beautiful 
colours, the most of any manufacturer. With 

many traditional colours relied upon by all artists, 
and a host of “truly unique” colours made only by 
Daniel Smith, that have become so important to 

watercolour artists.
 Tel 01926 492213, 

customerservices@premimiumartbrands.com
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Brilliant visual merchandising tips to 
bring your craft store to life 

Sara Davies MBE, founder at Crafter’s 
Companion, passes on five tips to boost 
your store

There’s something quite special about a 
traditional bricks-and-mortar store and its 
ability to inspire customers through clever 
layouts and considered visual displays. 
Maximising your store’s full potential 
doesn’t need to be an expensive, daunting 
task. There are some easy ways to inject 
a bit of freshness and make the most of 
your space, which will hopefully impress 
some new faces and excite loyal visitors.  

WINDOW TO THE SOUL
The first things to consider are store 
windows. These displays are arguably 

the most important part of visual 
merchandising because they provide the 
first opportunity to convince a brand-
new customer to take a look inside.

A good way to attract someone’s eye is 
to convey a story through a visually striking 
concept and well-thought-out theme. For 
example, if you’re launching a new line of 
winter fabrics and want to make it a focal 
point of a window display, why not pair the 
range with some other Christmas products 
to set the scene? You could create the 
illusion of a cosy room, complete with an 
artificial fireplace, handmade decorations, 



11craftbusiness.com

Christmas cards and a bespoke cushion 
made from your new fabrics. Executing 
these concepts effectively, with a touch of 
DIY, can give customers some inspiration 
from the get-go and encourage footfall.

BRANDING, BRANDING, BRANDING
Once a customer has stepped into the 
shop, you need to convince them to stay. 
Think about your brand and whether it’s 
consistently represented throughout your 
store. Make sure your company logo 
has a visible appearance on signage, 
packaging, staff uniforms and price 
lists. Does your brand have a particular 
colour theme? Incorporate the colour 
and its varying shades throughout the 
store to strengthen your brand identity. 

SIGNING THE WAY
Helping customers to find particular 
products is key so welcoming, dedicated 
areas, accompanied by well-placed simple 
signs, can prove to be really effective. 
However, it’s important that signs are 
easy to read and it’s vital that you choose 
your wording wisely. A ‘fabric corner’ is 
great but ‘sewing stuff’ won’t cut it.

PUT YOUR BEST ON DISPLAY
Next, think about how you can conjure 
up some creativity in your product 
groupings. Highlight your best-sellers 
on an attractive display and place them 
next to complementing products. A new 
customer contemplating the purchase of a 
sewing machine may be even more enticed 
by an attractive set-up, while someone 
who’s already made the purchase can 
add some new tools and accessories to 
their collection. Grouping similar things 
together can encourage impulse buying. 

Visual displays can also be a useful tool 
to expose customers to other merchandise 

without being too overwhelming. Project 
examples, whether it’s a handmade quilt or 
birthday card, add another sensory element 
to just seeing the products in their packaging 
and show the customer what they can 
achieve when they combine specific items. 
If nothing else, examples can inspire some 
creativity and result in some helpful feedback. 

It’s important to showcase your 
merchandise in different ways. Nobody 
wants to walk into a sea of monotonous 
shelves, so use different shapes and sizes 
and add height and depth where possible. 
Using an attractive mix of containers, such as 
baskets and buckets, can also set you apart. 

GIVE THEM A BREAK
Finally, spare a thought for the not-so-crafty 
shopping partners of your customers. 
Chances are you might have some benches 
and chairs already but if not, it’s a good 
idea to introduce some. We all know how 
bored a shopping partner can be when 
they’ve be coerced into going somewhere 
that they’re not particularly interested 
in. Chances are that giving these people 
somewhere to rest their legs will mean 
more shopping time for customers. 
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Canvas Haberdashery pouch
Available in two colours: natural and dark grey, 

reversible.
A reversible accessory pouch made with sturdy, light 

canvas fabric that has been coated with paraffin. 
With a snap button on the inside, it turns into a pouch 
that is easy to carry inside a bag. It is convenient for 
holding small items like sewing tools, cosmetics or 

desk accessories. The pouch can be unbuttoned, and 
positioned upright as a container.
www.handsonworkshop.com.au

Glass Marking “Ohajiki” pins
Available in four colours: Blue, Green, Yellow, Pink. 

Three different patterned pins in each pack.
These marking pins for sewing, are produced by Plants 

Beads Works, a glass workshop in Kokubunji, Tokyo. 
Plant Beads Works created a glass piece to resemble 

the “Ohajiki” beads from the traditional Japanese 
children’s game. The distinctive delicate patterns and 

textures of Ohajiki are created individually by hand 
from glass that changes its appearance during the 

firing process. The base of the marking pin is a steel 
needle, made in Hiroshima, an area well-known for 

quality needle production.
www.handsonworkshop.com.au
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Inspiring creativity
With a contemporary Elephant embroidery design 
pre-printed on to cotton and all the materials you 

need, this kit from Hawthorn Handmade is the 
perfect way to wind down with a crafty project. 

The beautiful box comes with colourful DMC 
threads, needle, a 7” embroidery hoop and easy 
to follow stitch guide and instructions. Ideal for 
a craft-loving friend or make the piece yourself 
for a contemporary embroidery hoop to hang in 

your home. The Elephant is part of our wide range 
of modern craft kits that inspire creativity for 

beginners and beyond.
www.hawthornhandmadewholesale.co.uk 

Paper “Washi” project bag
Available in four colour combinations: Light grey & 

pink, Light grey & green, Grey & blue, Grey & yellow. 
The small tote bag lined with internal pockets and 

a ring for attaching items, is made from sturdy 
“washi” which stands upright when resting. Made 

by washi manufacturer Onao proactively fusing new 
technologies with traditions to create a sturdy paper 

which holds it’s shape and resists tearing. The washi is 
dyed with a traditional method of resist dyeing using 

glue, and yuzengami.
www.handsonworkshop.com.au

Robin in Winter
Robin in Winter, from Nigel Artingstall Wildlife range,  is 
available as a complete cross stitch kit with 27 count 
evenweave or 14 count aida fabric. The kits contain 

Zweigart fabric, DMC stranded cottons sorted on 
to numbered cards, a needle, and clear charts and 

instructions. The design size is 15 x 21cm. RRP: £28.90
www.hcrafts.com

Art Gallery Fabrics Fat Quarter Bundles 
Art Gallery Fabrics’ Pure Solids and Elements 

ranges are now available in colour themed and 
co-ordinated bundles. The Ultimate Curated Fabric 
Bundles Collection. Hand-picked for makers to use 

in a multitude of creative projects, these groups 
are cut to perfection. From quilting to sewing, these 

fabrics are perfect for any kind of crafty project, 
and they’re ideal to fill your fabric supply with 

everyone’s favourite colours.
hantex.oxatis.com
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Fast and friendly service
Over 20,000 products stocked

Delivering from stock at competive prices.      

Tel: 01453 886575  |  Email: sales@justcraftswholesale.co.uk
Stitchery House, London Rd, Chalford, Stroud, Gloucestershire. GL6  8HN

JUST CRAFTS page_DIRECTORY  07/11/2019  16:25  Page 1

14 craftbusiness.com

Time-saving and easy to use
Vlieseline interlinings, tapes, fleeces and 
sewing aids are easy to use, time-saving 
and the best way to achieve shape retention, 
stability and a professional finish.

The wide selection ensures a perfect 
Vlieseline product for every fabric type. 
Several Vlieseline fleeces and interlinings 
are made from recycled plastic, 
helping to eliminate landfill and reduce 
demand for precious raw materials. 

Woven or non-woven, natural or synthetic, 
the range is durable and reliable, retaining 
composition even after numerous washes.

Wool Mix 266 is light-weight luxurious 
fleece with a thin non-woven layer to prevent 
fibre migration. Made from 80 per cent wool 
and 20 per cent polyester, it is ideal for lightly-
quilted jackets, children’s clothes, throws and 
quilts. Washable at 30°, 148cm wide with 
a recommended quilt spacing of 10cm.

The high elasticity of Stretchfix gives natural 
ease to stretch fabrics. This web on a backing 
paper is like Bondaweb but designed specifically 
for stretch fabrics. Perfect for appliqué 
and fusing two stretch fabrics together.

Stretchfix Tape provides an easy, effective 
way to achieve soft hems on stretchy materials. 

For more information and sales 
enquiries; www.vlieseline.com



Fast and friendly service
Over 20,000 products stocked

Delivering from stock at competive prices.      

Tel: 01453 886575  |  Email: sales@justcraftswholesale.co.uk
Stitchery House, London Rd, Chalford, Stroud, Gloucestershire. GL6  8HN

JUST CRAFTS page_DIRECTORY  07/11/2019  16:25  Page 1



CHECKER DIST 1.2_CBIZ  30/10/2019  11:41  Page 1

PATCHWORK & QUILTING

16 craftbusiness.com

The Crafty Nomad  Twinkling Blooms 
Quilt Pattern 

Twinkling Blooms, is so named as the block looks 
like a cross between a star and a flower! The pattern 

works brilliantly with Christmas fabrics but also 
equally well with summery florals. It is fat quarter 

friendly, so perfect for kitting up with bundles. The 
16 page, professionally printed, A5 booklet pattern, 
contains instructions for a large throw size quilt (62 

in square), a table runner and a cushion.
www.thecraftynomad.co.uk 

Gemini Quilting Pattern Guides
These Gemini Quilting Pattern Guides are made 

from high-quality acrylic and offer endless creative 
opportunities and the freedom to create your own 

quilting designs. In addition to quilts, the guides 
can be used to add detail onto a variety of projects 

including cushions or even table runners. The 
channels of these guides are designed to fit the 

required low- hank or high-shank foot perfectly, 
allowing you to create detailed, professional-looking 

quilted designs. These guides incorporate an 
innovative anti-slip technology on both sides, to not 
only make the handling easier but also to offer the 

option to use both sides with ease. The transparent 
nature of these fabulous guides combined with 
their printed guidelines make it easy to create 

perfect quilted designs every time.
www.crafterscompanion.co.uk

Checker Distributors The Gypsy Quilter 
100% Felted Wool Pressing Mat 

Press any pieced or embroidered block with ease. 
The density of this high-quality 100 per cent felted 
wool mat absorbs seams and stitches, effectively 
pressing both sides at once. Block knitted projects 

as well by pinning them directly to the mat. The 
texture of the wool stops fabrics from shifting so 

there is no distortion when pressing. Safe surfaces 
include Formica, Corian, stone, and metal (an 

ironing board). Wood and painted surfaces should 
be avoided. A wool mat is a handy tool for quick 

pressing when kept next to your sewing machine. 
Available in seven sizes from 

4” x 4” to 21-5/8” x 58-5/8”. 
www.checkerdist.com

Silicone Iron Rest
Made with silicone, The Gypsy Quilter Iron Rest 
resists heat. The raised round dots also help the 

iron to cool down faster. The iron rest is 10-1/2in x 
5-3/8in. Available in three colours Purple, Red and 

Green.
www.checkerdist.com 
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Fabric Fuse Fabric Glue
Introducing a permanent, non-toxic, quick-bond 

liquid adhesive for fabric and embellishments that 
dries clear, stays flexible, and can be machine-

washed and dried without losing its holding power. 
Perfect for hems, home décor, costumes, and crafts 

with no sewing and no ironing required. To use, 
apply a thin line or small dots of glue, depending on 

project, and press into place; let dry.
www.thermowebonline.com

HeatnBond Soft Stretch Fusible Web
Designed to move with stretch fabrics while 

maintaining a strong bond and soft hand, NEW 
HeatnBond Soft Stretch is available in tapes, rolls 
and bolts. Ideal for knits, stretch denim, spandex, 

jersey fabrics, fleece, and flannel, this easy-to-sew, 
double-sided fusible is virtually weightless under 

fabrics. Use Soft Stretch tapes to create stable, 
ultra-soft, no-roll hems. No-sew Soft Stretch Ultra 

also available.
www.thermowebonline.com
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Five top digital tips 
for your business

Adam Newhouse, Director of Hunkydory 
Crafts, explains how to grow your business 
with digital technology

The digital age is upon us and shows 
no sign of slowing down and digital 
technology continues to be one of the 
most effective ways to reach customers. 
With that said, it’s essential for any SME to 
utilise digital media to grow your business 
and increase sales. Take a look at our top 
tips for growing your business online.

ENSURE YOUR 
WEBSITE IS EASY TO USE
If you have a website, making sure it is the 
best it can possible be is essential in growing 
your business. Your website is the home of 
your products and the best place to showcase 
your offering and encourage customers to buy 
from you and not your competitors. You should 
ensure your website is fast and responsive 
and features clean and simple navigation so 
customers can find what they’re looking for. 

With more and more people using different 
devices to shop, you should also ensure 
your website is mobile and tablet friendly. 

PUBLISH A BLOG
Creating a hub of informative, inspiring and 
relevant content is a fantastic way to create 
a better relationship with your customers and 
increase your brand awareness. Ultimately, 
a blog can drive more traffic onto your 
website which could increase your sales. 
Try to feature a range of informative posts 
that offer hints and tips and relate to the 
needs of your demographic. You can also 
promote your products within your blog, such 
as on posts featuring tutorials or how-to’s.
Blogging can even increase your chances 
of appearing on the search engine results 
pages when people search a craft related 
query. To increase the likelihood of this, SEO 
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optimisation is key. If you’re a novice to SEO, 
there is a multitude of helpful advice and 
tips online to get you up to scratch in no 
time – it’s easier than it sounds! Alternatively, 
there are lots of digital marketing agencies 
who deal with both SEO and blogging should 
you wish to have the work outsourced.

UTILISE THE POWER 
OF SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media is essential for any business 
hoping to grow their presence. It offers 
incredible reach and the potential for great 
engagement with customers. Building 
an engaged following can give you that 
competitive edge and ensure your customers 
stay loyal to you. It also offers you the ability 
to communicate one to one with customers 
and gain valuable feedback. It’s worth doing 
a little research into your demographic to 
gauge the platforms that they frequent, but 
Facebook is an great place to start with 
2.41 billion active users at last count.
Make sure to post frequently and give your 
followers relevant content – high quality 
photos and videos go down particularly well on 
social media so it’s definitely worth investing 
in that side of your business. Social media 
advertising can also offer highly targeted 
ads, so if your budget allows this can be a 
fantastic tactic to explore. It’s fairly simple 
to set up advertising but there is plenty of 
help online should you need hints and tips.

BUILD AN EMAIL LIST
Whilst it takes investment – both financially 
and time-wise – email is a crucial tool to reach 
your customers. Email offers direct access 
to customers who have shown interest in 
your products and gives you the opportunity 
to connect with them. With a little patience 
and practice, building emails is simple – you 
just need quality imagery and graphics. As 
aforementioned, it’s worth investing in a 

graphic designer and/or photographer if 
you’re not able to do it yourself - freelance 
designers can be a great alternative to 
the high costs of hiring someone.
Be sure to craft subject lines which entice 
people to click. You can even do split testing 
with variations of content and subject lines to 
see what works best with your audience and 
gives the highest open and click through rates. 
Email programs such as Mailchimp and 
Dotmailer also offer email automation, so 
you can send automatic emails to your 
customers offering purchase incentives, such 
as discount codes. Typical examples include 
offering a discount code in a birthday email 
or reminding customers they have added an 
item to their basket but not checked out.

MAKE USE OF DIGITAL INFLUENCERS
The phenomenon of digital influencers 
is an excellent way to increase the 
reach and awareness of your business. 
All you need to do is send products 
for them to try out and keep. 
You can easily find relevant bloggers through 
an internet search or through hashtags if 
you’re on a platform like Twitter or Instagram. 
When contacting influencers, be sure to 
personalise your outreach and tell them 
what you like about their blog and why you 
think your products would connect with 
their audience. You should also make sure 
to ask influencers to feature a link back to 
your products too – the more backlinks 
on the web to your site, the better!
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The Herbarium
Introducing ‘The Herbarium’ premium papercraft 

collection, created in partnership with Hackney & Co. 
The Herbarium is the sixth instalment in our licensed 
partnership with award winning illustrator and design 
house, Hackney & Co. Styled in a 12”x12” format, the 
paper pad boasts both inner front and back covers, 

adorned with toppers and ephemera elements ideal 
for embellishing your card or scrapbooking projects. 

40 double sided sheets in 200gsm premium, acid free 
cardstock, with various elegant finishes. Coordinating 

products available in The Herbarium range.
www.craftconsortium.com

The Essential Craft Papers 
- Wood Textures 

We are delighted to announce the launch of our 
brand new range of premium crafting card-stocks, 

‘The Essential Craft Papers’. Each 12”x12” gummed 
pad offers 20 designs across 30 double-sided 
sheets, on 180gsm acid & lignin free cardstock, 
offering that same premium quality which Craft 

Consortium is renowned for.
craftconsortium.com 

Making Memories
Find joy in making your memories last with the cute 

and colourful hand-drawn illustrations of the First 
Edition Making Memories Collection!

The modern palette of pinks, purples and mint green, 
with glitter and spot UV accents, brings a bold modern 

twist to these exclusive designs. Adorned with 
beautiful hand lettering and elements including florals, 
hearts, love letters, and geometric patterns – the only 

problem you’ll have is deciding which to use first!
www.trimcraftdirect.com 

Paper Addicts Pads
Paper Addicts is back with a new collection of paper 
pads in fun and creative prints! Available in 12”x12”, 
6”x6” and 10cmx10cm sizes, these quality paper 
pads are sure to inspire your creativity. From the 
70s-inspired patterns of Retro Daze, to romantic 

florals in Forever & Always, and even the fun sporty 
prints found in Game On – no matter your crafting 

style, there’s something perfect for you!
www.trimcraftdirect.com 
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Papermania Sweet Treats Paper Pads
Making crafter’s projects sweet and scrumptious 

with these gorgeously hand-illustrated Papermania 
Sweet Treats paper pads. Featuring an abundance 
of mouth-watering cakes and biscuits that will wet 
anyone’s appetite for craft. Containing 50 double-

sided sheets on 160gsm FSC paper. Available in 
12 x 12” and 6 x 6”. Designed, manufactured and 

distributed by West Design Products.
www.westdesignproducts.co.uk 

Ultimate Cardmaking Compendium
Crafter’s Companion has launched its first three-tier 
Ultimate Cardmaking Compendium. This tiered box 
is crammed full of exclusive stamp sets, embossing 
folders, embellishments, card blanks and envelopes, 
mini scoreboard and tool, printed papers, 28 dies and 
so much more. The kit also includes a comprehensive 
DVD and 12-page inspirational booklet which covers 
all aspects of colour theory, die-cutting, embossing, 

stamping, embellishing and everything else in the 
box. It’s a card maker’s 101, and, regardless of whether 

you’re starting out on your card-making journey, 
or you’re already a seasoned pro, this must-have 

compendium is not to be missed!
Crafterscompanion.co.uk 

Natural History Museum – From The 
Archives Paper Pads

From the Archives is one of a range of stunning 
paper pads inspired by the incredible collections of 

London’s Natural History Museum. Themed around 
the voyages of Captain Cook and the botanical 

artworks of the inspirational Maria Sibylia Merian, 
the paper pad comprises of 50 double-sided pages 
and 25 unique designs on 160gsm FSC paper with 

linen effect. Available in 12 x 12” and 6 x 6”. From 
West Design Products.

www.westdesignproducts.co.uk 

Quilling Kits
This lovely Quilling kit has been designed and 

manufactured in the UK by Past Times Quilling. It is 
fully comprehensive, containing everything you need 
to learn the wonderful craft of Quilling and create the 
designs illustrated. There are 3 polystyrene shapes 

which are used to form the beautiful Christmas 
hanging decorations, a huge quantity of quilling paper 

which allow you to make lots of these wonderful 
creations, and of course the Quilling tool, glue and full 

instructions are included.
www.pasttimesquilling.co.uk
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Inspire children’s 
imagination and creativity

Sarah Cressall, best selling author, multi-
award-winning entrepreneur, speaker, founder 
and CEO of the Creation Station, gives her top 
tips to nurture children’s creative potential

Turn your darker evenings and 
shorter days into a positive creative 
experience for kids and you!

It takes a bit of adjusting to the shorter 
days and change of seasons, but I do 
love the silhouete of winter trees, warm 
woolly socks and the smell of bonfires. 
This is a great time of year to do more 
to activities indoors, and this can lead 
to developing new hobbies and giving 
our kids opportunities to be creative.

The great news is you don’t have to be 
an artist to help nurture childrens creativity. 
This is because the less we ‘interfere’ with 
our kids’ creations the more empowered 
they feel. When we take over, they naturally 
presume that we know what’s best and that 
their idea wasn’t good enough. Let’s face it, 
we can all feel like this at times and before 
we know it, we don’t make suggestions 
anymore as we feel our ideas are probably 
going to be ‘wrong’ or ‘not good enough’.

Our team of over 120 Creation Station 
franchise owners come from a wide range of 
backgrounds including managers, teachers, 
bankers, stay at home mums and crafters 
too. Together we inspired over a million 
children and adults and we have a really 
effective way to help inspire imaginations.

I’m delighted to share with you nine top 
tips to help you inspire your child’s imagination 
and nurture their creativity and potential:

1 Creativity is often nurtured by challenges. 
Dr Seuss’s book ‘Green eggs and ham’ 

was developed as result of a challenge to 
create a book with less than 100 unique 
words. He went further and created this 
classic book with less than 50 unique 
words. By giving your child a challenge, 
you will get their creative juices flowing. 
It could be ‘make Auntie a Christmas 
present they will love using materials from 
round the house’ or ‘Create a design to 
use on our handmade Christmas cards’.



23craftbusiness.com

2 Create the opportunity for them to 
make decisions. After your child has 

completed their first creative challenge, they 
could explore a range of other challenges. 
Other ways to develop their decision making 
include doing part of an activity together. 
For example  collect some items from round 
the house together and ask, “What do you 
think you could do with these?” Children 
appreciate when their opinion is asked for 
and valued. See what ideas they come up 
with, then help them make it happen.

3 Creative activities provide fun 
opportunities for different ages to enjoy 

together – As a mum to three boys I was 
always looking at things they could enjoy 
together. Giving them opportunities to 
collaborate on an idea and a plan, then let me 
know what their ideas where, proved to be a 
great way to get them chatting and helping 
each other. (Now my boys say their best 
friends are each other, so group collaborative 
projects can make a long-lasting impact). The 
Creation Station family fun workshops are a 
great example of this, often workshops will 
sell out within 24 hours of being released.

4 Don’t ask ‘What is it?’ Tell me about ….’The 
answers you receive are a great insight 

into what they are thinking about and can 
generate some interesting conversations. 
What may look like a scribble or sea monster 
to you, could be a drawing of what you did at 
the weekend with lots of extra details that you 
may never know your child was thinking about. 

5 Allow them to fail. It is so easy to step 
in and take over. Yet we really do learn 

by making ‘mistakes. I believe to ‘FAIL’ is 
our First Attempt in Learning’.  Allow them 
to own their successes and praise the 
process of how they overcame hurdles. 

6 Ask them what they think. Encourage 
their ideas rather than solving the 

question yourself. This can be very hard 
to do, especially if you are rushed!

7 Turn off your phone and make the 
time matter. As busy parents it’s easy 

to think ‘they are busy now I’ll just...’ but 
by stopping and focusing on your time 
together you both grow and learn. 

8 Make eye contact. This might sound 
strange but your facial expressions, 

body language and smiles, all make your 
child feel loved, special and valued.

9 Remember it is the journey not the 
destination that can really help your child 

grow through creative activities. This means 
giving your child the opportunity to experiment, 
explore, discover, play, think, problem solve, 
try, fail, learn and grow in self-esteem that 
is important, so don’t worry about the end 
result. Celebrate and praise all the positive 
things you have just shared together.

Your child is unique, and they need to know 
that you value and love them for who they are. 
Your contribution is not what you help your 
child make - but how you make them feel. 
You are giving your child so much more when 
you give them opportunities to be creative. 

For details of local classes, parties and 
event visit www.thecreationstation.co.uk

If you would love to find out about 
running your own flexible and rewarding 
Creation Station franchise, with full 
training and award winning support, 
download a free information pack at www.
thecreationstation.co.uk/craftsbusiness 
it could be the perfect successful crafts 
business that you are looking for. 
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Top tips for 
crafting with kids

All you need to know about running children’s workshops
Five top tips form Top Tips from Hayley 
West TV presenter at HOCHANDA TV 

1 Consider the age of the children 
and be prepared for them to work 

at a million miles an hour. If you can 
encourage parents or carers to get involved 
too it can become more of a shared 
experience as well as help for you too. 
Some carers will see the opportunity to 
drop their children off and run so make 
sure you have a finish time established.

2 Even at an early age they can be canny 
enough to figure out that if they finish the 

project quickly they might get the chance to 
make a second ... Or even third one and when 
the others realise it they’ll want seconds 
and thirds too. So consider quantities 
of materials you have on hand. Perhaps 
incorporate a different project such as a gift 
bag for them to present their project in rather 
than them mass producing and wiping you 
out of materials. May be encourage them, 

to bring in the ‘base’ for their project....  a 
white t-shirt. That way they won’t expect to 
be able to make a second or third project.

3 How large is the group is another 
consideration and draft in someone 

to help if you can, especially if you have 
some cheeky characters who go a bit 
rogue while your back is turned.

4 Intricate projects like Hama style 
beads are great for concentration 

and can be small or larger projects. If you 
don’t want a scene like an explosion in 
a paint factory perhaps consider ‘clean 
crafts’. This also means you don’t have 
children taking home projects that are still 
wet and could get damaged in transit.

5 If possible consider a craft that the 
children might not have experienced 

before.... for instance colouring in a picture 
might not be very exciting when done on 
paper but colouring in projects featuring 
t-shirts, plimsolls, mugs, would be more fun. 
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Crayola Craft Tubs 
We never stop creating new, exciting products to 
stimulate crafters of all ages. By keeping our craft 

supplies on trend with what’s important to you 
and your child, we not only keep them interested 
in art, but hopefully also help them stay engaged 

and excited about exploring their own creative 
impulses. Check out our new Mixed Craft Tub and 
Assorted on trend Foam Tubs in UK retailers now. 

ben.cornwell@cilimited.co.uk

Crayola Craft Chest
This fabulous Craft Chest by Crayola is a fantastic 

box of goodies that will deliver hours of fun, day in, 
day out.  The box contains an abundance of bold and 

vibrant craft accessories so children from the age 
of four plus will quickly be bursting with imaginative 

ideas, keen to get started on their creations!  The 
generously sized plastic box has a comfortable handle 

making this box easy to carry around and it contains 
craft sticks, poly shapes, wiggly eyes, foam shapes, 

sequins, pom-poms, tissue, coloured paper, card, 
beads and chenille stems. There’s certainly enough to 
keep the little ones occupied over the school holidays, 

on a rainy day and whenever they need to express 
themselves.  RRP £13.99

ben.cornwell@cilimited.co.uk

Crayola Craft Box
For children from the age of four plus the smaller size 

Crayola Craft Box is full of thrilling creative accessories 
to fuel children’s imagination and encourage ingenious 

play!  Ideal for taking to friends, going on holiday or 
just to carry around when off to the grandparents, it’s 
got everything a child could possibly need to entertain 
themselves and their friends!  Featuring an abundant 
keepsake box with a comfy, brightly coloured handle, 

there’s a myriad of items that a young designer will 
adore, including felt, coloured paper, craft sticks, 

chenille stems, wiggly eyes, pom-poms and more 
(contents might vary).  RRP £6.99

ben.cornwell@cilimited.co.uk

How to make a Crayola Flower Pot 
Wiggly Eyes

Making Crayola Flower Pot Wiggly Eyes always 
a huge hit with kids of all ages! Easy enough for 

toddlers, but cute enough that the big kids always 
want to make them, too! All you need is an old 

flower pot, coloured sand, Crayola Coloured Craft 
Sticks, Crayola Coloured Match Sticks, Crayola 

Large Wiggly Eyes and Glue. 
ben.cornwell@cilimited.co.uk
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FIMO Funny Kits
The perfect introduction to modelling with polymer 
clay, FIMO Funny Kits from STAEDTLER encourage 
children to create their own unique toys. There are 
eight appealing designs, each containing two full 

blocks of FIMO kids polymer clay. Full instructions 
explain how to make the quirky objects shown 

using simple, basic shapes with excellent results 
guaranteed. Funny kits are an ideal gift, stocking filler 
or pocket money purchase, fostering creativity and 

honing fine motor skills.
www.staedtler.co.uk 

Stib Pencils
An ‘award winning’ brightly striped pack of 

10 vibrant, ergonomic colouring pencils each 
embossed with a positive, ‘spark’ word designed to 

inspire children to feel good on the inside, do good 
on the outside. Each pack also includes a bright 
orange double pencil sharpener and a specially 

designed sheet of perforated colouring templates 
featuring fun game ideas and quotes. 

RRP £7.95
www.stibpencils.com

Craft Planet Paint Sticks
Enhance, and inspire children’s creativity by letting 

their imagination run wild with Craft Planet Paint 
Sticks. Available in sets of 6 or 12, and a range of 

colours that are out of this world, Craft Planet Paint 
Sticks are easy to use and ensure less mess than 
traditional paint and brush – perfect for kids and 

parents.
www.westdesignproducts.co.uk

Creativity For Kids Kits
Designed to ignite children’s creative thinking 

and imagination with hands-on play, Creativity 
For Kids kits are the ultimate for kids. Every kit is 
brimming with ideas and materials to help them 

start making and designed to encourage creativity, 
developing confidence through problem solving, 

self-expression and independence. From Invention 
Kits and Craft Kits to Grow Kits, Creativity For Kids 

fabricates the foundation for children to develop and 
achieve lifelong success.

www.westdesignproducts.co.uk
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Hama Bead Large Mermaid Gift Box
Enjoy magical, arts and crafts with the Hama 

Beads Mermaid Gift box. Following the design 
guide provided, you can create your own Mermaid 

kingdom, and be sure to also try the dolphin design!
This large gift box includes 4,000 beads, two 

pegboards, two deco sticks, colour printed design 
sheet, instructions and ironing paper. With the 

Hama gems (deco sticks), new to 2019, you can 
now add sparkles to your designs. RRP: £15.00

www.dkl-beysal.uk

XL 1BP Kit Mermaid
Shortlisted for Craft Kit of the year in the Best of Craft 
Awards 2019 is Pixelhobby’s XL Mermaid 1 Baseplate 

Kit. Included in the kit is a bespoke blue frame that 
easily fits around the completed picture as well as 

the baseplate and colour sheets to create this superb 
design. Their pixelsquares are biodegradable and 

made from sugar cane. No ironing or spraying with 
water needed. 

www.pixelhobby.org.uk

Nursery Rhyme Scene Selection Kit
Pixelhobby’s range of Scene Selection Kits are unique 

in that their design team has created six individual 
magnet kits that stand alone as images but when 

clipped together with the connectors provided 
create a stunning scene. Their pixelsquares are 

biodegradable and made from sugar cane. No ironing 
or spraying with water needed. Further designs in this 

range include Rainforest, Space and Fairyland.
www.pixelhobby.org.uk

Best Years launch wooden
toy range for Christmas

Best Years have been specialising in making ethical 
toys for over ten years. Up until now the collection 

has consisted of ethical, fair trade and organic 
soft toys, but they have now launched a beautiful 

collection of wooden toys just in time for Christmas, 
including this iconic London bus, which comes with 
22 hand-painted wooden passengers and driver.

www.bestyears.co.uk
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Make your own crochet baskets
Make your own crochet baskets using one of our 

wooden bases, three sizes in this set. Laser cut from 
unfinished sturdy but lightweight 3mm FSC Medite 

MDF with 8mm holes sizes 10, 15 and 20cm. Use 
t-shirt or super chunky wool or multi-strands of yarn. 

Easy to use, for any level of crafter, simply slip stitch 
into each hole to attach the yarn.

www.impressionscrafts.co.uk 

Beautifully soft
Boho Spirit is a beautifully soft roving yarn hugely 

popular with crocheters and knitters.
This variegated yarn is available in bold brights 

and sweet pastels. Our best selling shades include 
Festival, Breeze and Moonbeam with recently 

added new shades Horizon and Dream perfect for 
Summer pieces.

There is a colour choice for all including baby 
and toddler. With accompanying complimentary 

solid shades too! Boho Spirit is the perfect 
yarn for c2c blankets!

www.cygnetyarns.com 

Deramores Studio Aran
From the Award Winning Studio family, Deramores are 

proud to bring you Studio Aran. This eagerly awaited 
range is a wonderfully soft acrylic yarn which has 
been developed with anti-piling technology. This 
pliable yarn knits or crochets to a standard Aran/

Worsted tension, ideal for your favourite, cosy knitted 
or crocheted projects just in time for the Winter 

months. All in all, a great value yarn that comes in a 
bright, bold palette of colours that you’ll be dying to 

get your hands on.
www.deramores.com

No Drama with this Llama
Knitted in soft blush pink yarn, our Llama knitting kit 
is simple enough for children to knit- it’s a ‘no drama 

llama kit’! Kit contains everything needed to make 
one cute llama toy in a pink blanket. Packaged in a 

white presentation box, tied with a handwritten tag 
and ribbon it makes a lovely gift. The kit contains: 
Blush Pink Sirdar yarn, Dusty Pink yarn, bamboo 

knitting needles, stuffing, safe darning needle, felt, 
heart button, thread and full instructions Llama 

measures 25cm tall when completed. Kit box 
measures 25cm x 15cm x 10cm.

www.gifthorsekits.co.uk 
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Luxury Hand-Dyed Happiness
Rico Design’s Luxury Hand-Dyed Happiness is 

made from a twisted skein of high-quality merino 
wool. The yarns’ artisan look comes from the dying 

process which is individually crafted by hand.
This creates a very individual print which gives a 
modern pixel look when knitted. Every strand is 

unique in colour. Their new Knitting Ideas present 
a colourful cardigan, hat, poncho, headband, scarf 

and wrist warmers made from Luxury Hand-Dyed 
Happiness.

www.rico-design.de 

SmartStix Limited Edition Gift Set 
KnitPro brings, for the first time, that perfect present 
which will make the hearts go swoon and the knees 

go weak! SmartStix Limited Edition Gift Set presented 
in the most modern heart-throbbing super-chic bag!

The bag can be used as a clutch, cross body bag, 
shoulder bag, or as an envy-invoking tool kit.

The needles are showcased in a plush velvet roll-on 
and the supporting accessories are included in a 

vegan leather pouch. Once you open the bag, a velvet 
roll holds all your SmartStix in Sizes 3.5, 4.0, 4.5, 5.0, 

5.5, 6.0, 7.0 and 8.0mm.
You will also find a vegan leather pouch containing four 

colour-coded cables in lengths of 60 cm (green), 80 
cm (orange - 2 Nos.) and 100 cm (red), plus a set of 

cable connectors.
www.knitpro.eu

Duvet
Bergere de France created a super bulky yarn with 
a fluffy homespun appearance. It has a rustic look 

with tweeded nuances, similar to a hand 
spun yarn. It’s soft and has a great feel - even 

babies will love it!  Its fluffy texture and very light 
weight will ensure that coats and jackets don’t 
stretch out.  Economical, for a bulky yarn, you 

won’t need too many balls for your project. Perfect 
for quick knits: it uses 12mm needles - easy 

for beginners to use. The strands won’t split or 
separate - Its resistance and strength; it won’t pill or 

felt. Available in eight colours.
www.bergeredefrance.co.uk

Knitty Critters 
Our exclusive Knitty Critter Collection is taking the 
crafting world by storm and it is easy to see why - 

they are fun to make, look great and offer fantastic 
value for money. Knitty Critters will appeal to both 

knitters and crocheters.   Designed in our own 
studio and manufactured in the UK, these hugely 

appealing kits contain everything you need to make 
a Knitty Critter of your choice. With over 50 in the 

collection there is a cute critter for everyone.
www.creativeworldofcrafts.co.uk 
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Preparation, variety
and creativity
Adam Newhouse, Director of Hunkydory Crafts, gives 
advice on how to hold a Christmas Card workshop
ADVERTISE AS MUCH AS YOU CAN
Make use of your website, blog, social media 
channels and email platform to advertise 
your event and spread the word to as many 
people as possible. Ask local shops if you 
can put up posters and if your budget 
allows, you could also look into advertising 
through local newspapers or radio. 

You could even run a like and share 
competition on a social post which 
advertises the event, with the winner 
receiving a voucher to spend in store. This 
will significantly increase the reach and 
engagement of your efforts and hopefully 
get more people into the workshop.

SAVE TIME AND BE PREPARED
It’s best to save yourself and your crafters’ 
time on the day, so make sure you have lots 
of pre-scored card blanks, all the materials 

you will need and plenty of adhesives and 
embellishments. Set up well in advance of 
the start time to ensure you’re ready to go!

HAVE A PRACTICE RUN FIRST
If it is the first time you have ever help 
workshop, it’s totally understandable 
if you’re feeling a little daunted by it! 
Teaching others and answering questions 
can be nerve-wracking, so it might help 
to have a practice run with friends and 
get a feel for your teaching style.

CATER TO DIFFERENT 
SKILL LEVELS
Holding workshops which appeal to a 
wider range of people will increase the 
potential of customers coming, and will 
ensure all crafters feel accommodated. 
You could do this by offering different 
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techniques within your Christmas card 
workshops, or holding workshops which 
are differentiated by skill level such as 
beginner, intermediate and advanced.

INCLUDE A VARIETY OF 
PAPERCRAFT TECHNIQUES
If you’re able to run more than one 
workshop, it is a great idea to feature 
as many papercrafting techniques as 
you can to appeal to more crafters. 
Stamping is particularly popular and 
fun, and can be made suitable for 
both beginners and more advanced 
crafters. You could make backgrounds, 
do heat embossing, colouring, use 
mica powders and much more.

Die-cutting is also a popular technique, 
but make sure to ask crafters to bring in 
their own machine if you can’t provide 
them. You also need to make sure that 
whichever technique it is that you choose, 
you or your teacher knows it inside out.

GET CREATIVE
If you have the right products, consider 
getting a little creative with your workshop 
offering. Perhaps crafters could make 
pretty gift boxes or a nice range of gift 
tags to coordinate with their handmade 
cards. This ensures your crafters’ makes 
are that little bit more unique and allows 
them to go the extra mile to personalise 
Christmas gifts for their friends and family.

BE COST EFFECTIVE
Ensure that you price your workshops 
competitively but ensure you are covering 
your costs and making money. You can 
research craft workshops local to you to 
get an idea of prices as a starting point, 
but there is other things to consider. 

Make sure to factor in the costs 
of all the little extras like adhesive and 

embellishments, as well as your planning 
and teaching time. It would be helpful to 
make a sample up of the finished project 
to see how much material each crafter will 
need, so you can cost this effectively.

You can also build in a takeaway item 
to the cost to add more appeal, such as 
a stamp set to take home and keep. This 
gives crafters an extra benefit to booking a 
workshop with you and also gives you more 
to talk about when advertising your event.

HOLD CHILDREN’S WORKSHOPS
If you have the time and the budget, holding 
a children’s Christmas card workshop could 
be fantastic for your business. This can open 
a whole new market, as parents often look to 
find fun and stimulating activities to do with 
their children at the weekend. Crafters could 
even bring their own children or grandchildren, 
allowing for quality time together.

There are lots of papercraft products 
out there that will appeal to children so 
the possibilities are endless. Stamping 
in particular is a fun technique for 
children and has the added fun of 
letting get a little bit messy – just make 
sure you have baby wipes on hand! 



LAVINIA STAMPS

32 craftbusiness.com

Faith
Faith is a stunning highly detailed fairy measuring 8.2 

x 5.2 cm. Another one of our best sellers.  Hand drawn 
by Tracey Dutton and manufactured into a high quality 
polymer stamp. Our silhouette stamps prove so very 

popular amongst our customers, quick and easy to 
use creating beautiful artwork every time.

www.laviniastamps.com 

Oona
Oona is part of our exciting new stamp range 

measuring 5cm x 5cm, manufactured in the UK 
made from high quality polymer. A hand drawn 

beautiful detailed silhouette stamp.
A very versatile stamp, easy to use appealing to all 
crafting capabilities, produce stunning and quality 

cards in just a few minutes.
www.laviniastamps.com  

Rory and Darcy
Rory and Darcy have proved such a popular set we 

have made them in two sizes.
The small set measure at 5x 3 and 4 x 2 cm and the 
large individual ones measure 3.9 x 6.5 cm and 7.5 
x 4cm. Beautiful hand drawn images with beautiful 

detailed wings, all manufactured in the UK, using high 
quality polymer.

www.laviniastamps.com 

Oracle
The Oracle is a highly detailed hand drawn image 

made into a high quality clear polymer stamp. 
All our stamps are manufactured in the UK and 

designed by Tracey Dutton.
The Oracle measure’s 11.2 cm  x 7.2 cm, another one 
of our best sellers The Oracle is beautiful silhouette 
stamp used for any occasion, impossible not to love.

www.laviniastamps.com 
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Beautiful Day Stamp Set
When it comes to floral layering stamp sets, nobody 

does it better than Altenew! This 6x8 clear stamp 
set features a stunning peony and has both outline 

and layering images - definitely a crafting must-
have! Inspire your customers to create beautiful and 

realistic-looking peonies on their handmade projects. 
This high-quality photopolymer stamp set is a great 

value for your money and a surefire best-seller!
altenew.com

Watercolor 36 Pan Set
Looking for a high-quality watercolour set that  

will help your customers create beautiful  
handmade projects without breaking the bank?  

You must try Altenew’s set of 36 vibrant watercolor 
half-pans! This set is great for both beginner  

and advanced watercolor-enthusiasts - definitely 
another worthy investment. The rich and creamy 

colors in this affordable set will make your customers 
feel like a true artist.

altenew.com
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Arts ‘n Flowers
Arts ‘n Flowers is an innovative range of dies, stamps, 

and paper crafting supplies. Create stunning floral 
displays for card making, scrapbooking, home decor, 
wedding, celebrations and more. Arts ‘n Flowers dies 

feature the unique ‘One Cut, One Fold & One Roll’ 
quilling flower method that makes creating a breeze!. 

Also available co-ordinating foliage, sentiment, 
decorative dies, stamps, embossing folders and much 

more. Arts ‘n Flowers is a Sharon Callis Crafts Brand, 
distributed by Personal Impressions.

For all inquiries contact 
pisales@personalimpression.com

Bring peace and joy to the world
Decorative Wordage is an unmounted grey 
rubber stamp set that contains four large 

images of the decorated words Peace, Love, 
Joy and Hope together with 20 accompanying 

sentiments. Excellent for all types of card making 
that can be used for anything from decoupage 
to paper piecing and a myriad of ink and paint 
techniques as well as being perfect for mixed 

media and home décor projects.
artisandesigngroupuk.com 

Bring your sentiments to life
Swedish House Crafts present their new art stamps, 

hand drafted and finished digitally. They come with 
bags of sentiment and  have been released only 

digitally. These new designs have already garnered 
positive feedback so far.

www.swedishhousecrafts.co.uk

Stick it and die 
Stick It die-cutting adhesive is an award winning, 

innovative adhesive product that has been 
specifically developed for die-cutting and electronic 

cutting machine applications. The adhesive coat 
is ‘sandwiched’ between two micro-thin layers 

of release paper which results in a double-sided 
adhesive sheet that is even thinner than a 

conventional sheet of copy paper, meaning no 
additional stress is placed upon the user’s 

die-cutting machine and no messy residue is left 
behind on dies or cutting equipment. The adhesive 

remains repositionable for a period, becoming 
eventually permanent over time, and allows 
the end-user to do so much more with their 

existing collection of dies.
www.craftobsessions.co.uk
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Decked out
Layer up your very own motifs with Altenew’s 

latest Christmas stamp set. The Brilliant Baubles 
range features three or four individual stamps to 
make up various ornate decorations in different 

shapes and sizes. This allows you to mix and match 
colours to make sure that no two baubles are the 

same – perfect! £18.58
altenew.com

Moonstone Combos
Essential Words - Celebrate

This set contains one large ‘Celebrate’ sentiment 
die and 17 clear stamps, with a variety of messages 

that co-ordinate with the larger die, including ‘in style, 
‘big day’, ‘let’s’, ‘hip hip hooray’, ‘your birthday’, ‘you did 

it’ and more.
Both the die and stamps have been sized to work 
perfectly together, so you can get really creative 

with eye-catching, feature sentiments for cards that 
really stand out.

www.hunkydorycrafts.co.uk

Moonstone Combos
Essential Words – Love

With this brand new product format, you can get the 
best of both worlds, with the combination of both the 
Moonstone Dies and For the Love of Stamps, brought 

together in one clever design.
This set contains one large ‘Love’ sentiment die 
and 19 clear stamps, with a variety of messages 
that co-ordinate with the larger die, including ‘I’, 

‘you’, ‘engagement’, ‘from’, ‘sending you’, ‘is in the air’ 
and more.

www.hunkydorycrafts.co.uk

Frame game
Crafter’s Companion has released an exciting 

collection of Gemini Photo Frame Stamp and Dies 
sets in time for Christmas. The photo element will 
add a personal touch to any card and the range has 
been designed to transform a 5” x 7” card base into 

a frame to hold a 4” x 6” photo. Each set includes 
a combination of dies and stamps to create an 

aperture and photo holder.
crafterscompanion.co.uk
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Everything a crafter needs
The Crafty Cutter Vinyl range has 
everything a crafter demands and we 
can meet any of your retail needs.
We’ve dispatched over 35,000 orders so far 
to our Crafty Cutters and sell various sizes 
via our retail site. If our size formats do not 
suit what you’re looking for; if you want your 
own retail-ready packaged products rather 
than selling by single sheets; we can help. 
With low MOQs and working with a small, 
friendly, family-run business that are crafters 
themselves, we can assist you with our 
knowledge of the market and let you know 
the hottest vinyls that your customers need.
Check out our range: 

PREMIUM GLOSS VINYL
Our premium gloss vinyl is manufactured by 
Orafol - a renowned brand offering supreme 
quality – and offers superior cuttability with any 
electronic cutting machine and easy weeding. 
The high quality adhesive creates an excellent 
bond with just about any flat, smooth surface 
that is clean and free of dust and grease. It is 

recommended for outdoor use and so can be 
applied to products that require being washed 
which crafters love. We offer the widest 
selection of gloss coloured vinyls to crafters in 
the UK, by stocking all 59 gloss colours from 
the Oracal 651 range, and then amazing colour 
options available in Oracal 551, 751 and 951.

CRYSTALLINE GLITTER
If you love anything that sparkles, you’ll 
love our Crystalline Glitter vinyl. With a high 
concentration of glitter flakes encompassed 
within a crystal clear film and boasting a 
permanent, durable, outdoor adhesive - 
you can really make projects sparkle.

HEAT TRANSFER VINYL
You will not find better quality heat transfer 
film on the market. Available in a rainbow 
of colours and with the ability to layer, you 
really can create amazing, unique designs. 
Can be applied with a household iron.

PATTERNED GLOSS VINYL
Our patterned gloss vinyl is printed in-
house using top quality eco-solvent inks, 
on a premium vinyl (equivalent to Oracal 
651) manufactured by Orafol - a renowned 
brand offering supreme quality.

www.craftycutter.co.uk
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EMOTT
Escape into a world of colour with EMOTT. Encased 

in a sleek white barrel, this reliable, hard-working pen 
writes in fine line that is clear, beautiful and true in 

colour. Its robust tip doesn’t bend or split giving you 
a consistent line-width at any angle. Its vivid colour 

coverage and clear line, plus water resistant, non-
bleed and fade-proof ink means work created with 

the EMOTT looks crisp and will last an age.
www.mpuni.co.jp

Evergreen Papers COSMOS Sparkle
A unique range of sparkling pearlescent paper and 
board exhibiting a twinkling effect like thousands 

of tiny mirrors scattered on the paper surface. 
COSMOS Sparkle is available in 15 stunning colours, 
120GSM paper and 300GSM card to match, perfect 
for adding some sparkling brilliance to any project; 

be it arts and crafts, greeting cards, envelopes, 
book coverings, luxury packaging or 

promotional materials.
www.evergreenpapers.co.uk

Trimcraft Nova Dual-Tipped 
Designer Markers

Find every colour in the rainbow amongst the range 
of Nova Dual-Tipped Designer Markers. Available in 

colour-themed packs of six or value packs of 24, 
these alcohol-based markers are perfect to blend, 

shade and colour all kinds of projects! With both a fine 
and broad tip included, they are both the quality 

you need to create professional art projects 
and a joy to colour with.

www.trimcraftdirect.com 
STAEDTLER triplus fineliner 

In 60 brilliant colours, STAEDTLER’s popular triplus 
fineliner range is perfect for writing, drawing and 

colouring. In a variety of pack sizes, including 
colour-themed selections, the fineliner is part of 

STAEDTLER’s ergonomically designed triplus range 
which also includes the fibre-tip triplus colour and 

the broadliner, offering mix and match options 
for artwork and hand-lettering. Many lines are 
presented in the unique STAEDTLER box which 

converts to a desk stand while the pens are in use.
www.staedtler.co.uk 
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Ecoline Brush Pens
Ecoline Brush Pens make an excellent choice 

for artistic impressions such as product design, 
illustrations, fashion design, calligraphy or children’s 
drawings. The brilliance of these colours bring every 

piece of art to life. These handy brush pens are 
available for immediate use and in 59 colours in sets 
of five, 10, 15, 20, 30. In addition to our sets we have 
Ecoline paper blocks that work well with our Ecoline 

Brush Pens.
royaltalens.com

Colouring goes GREEN with STABILO
STABILO is throwing itself behind one colour with its 
all-new GREEN range. Going green and living a more 
sustainable, eco-friendly life is important to all of us, 

and STABILO is here to help us embrace our creativity 
with a conscience. STABILO GREEN includes the 

brand’s iconic GREEN BOSS highlighters, fibre-tip 
pens and colouring pencils all manufactured with 
sustainability top of mind. STABILO GREEN BOSS 
highlighters are made from 83 per cent recycled 

plastic, featuring the same classic neon shades that 
we all know and love: in green, yellow, orange and pink 
– available as singles or a wallet of four. There’s also 

a stylish deskset, made from 83 per cent recycled 
plastic, that holds a full set of STABILO GREEN BOSS 

highlighters and post-it notes. All of the GREEN BOSS 
highlighters can be refilled too.

www.stabilo.co.uk
PILOT PINTOR

Express your individuality and creativity in a vibrant 
range of colours with PILOT PINTOR - a water-
based paint marker which is suitable for use on 

most surfaces.
It is perfect for customising, crafting, doodling, 

colouring and decorating anything that you can 
think of – your imagination is its only limitation.

Available in four tip sizes and 24 pigment ink colours 
(classic, pastel and metallic).

www.pintor.co.uk

Calligraphy Collector’s Set 
A celebration of Speedball’s proud tradition of fine 

pen-making that began in 1899, the Speedball 
Collector’s Set is an ideal addition to any lettering 

artist’s collection. Featuring an array of Speedball’s 
most popular pen holders, nibs and pigmented acrylic 

inks, this set provides artists the ability to create 
beautiful works with superior tools.  

www.speedballart.com
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BEADING & JEWELLERY

MultiPliers
MultiPliers - featuring a Chain Nose AND a Round 

Nose AND a Cutter for wire wrapping and DIY 
jewellery making... because three heads are even 

better! The special stainless steel head of MultiPliers 
feature double leaf-spring loaded handles and 

combines a set of Round Nose Pliers, Chain Nose 
Pliers, and Cutters that move simultaneously. Instead 

of taking the time to put down one pair of pliers and 
pick-up the next, you save valuable time that can now 
be spent creating and finishing the loops - which can 

be significant given the amount of time it takes to 
create a chain of beads with wire wrapping.

www.beadalon.com

YoolaDesign YoolaKnitter 
The YoolaKnitter is a comfortable knitter that will 

save you time and effort when wire crocheting with 
wire in invisible spool knitting.

Its biggest revolution is the automatic release. 
You will no longer be required to wire crochet 

a base and cut off these precious rows to 
release the design from the ISK loom, all you do 

is rotate the ring and the knitting will be 
released from the knitter.

info@yooladesign.com

Crafty Hands Club DIY
Stretch Bracelet Kit

Create your own bracelet with this all inclusive kit! 
Kit includes materials/supplies, easy-to-follow 

instructions, a drawstring storage bag, and storycard. 
No tools needed. Can be completed in five steps 

or less. Ages 13 and up.
www.craftyhandsclub.com

Necklace Weaver Tool
Weave gorgeous designs with the Necklace 

Weaving Tool by Kleshna. Use Beadalon Bead 
Stringing Wire, Leather, Ribbon, Rattail or just about 
any stringing material. Includes one Aluminum Base 
with angled holes, 38 Warp Pins with knurled ends, 

Latch Hook, Foam Insert, Buffer Elastic and full 
instructions. Measures 12.5 cm (5 in) across.

www.beadalon.com
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Czech and Japanese Seed Beads
Creative Beadcraft offer a huge range of Czech 

and Japanese seed beads for jewellery making and 
embroidery. We are the leading UK distributor for 
Czech seed beads from Preciosa and also supply 
Matubo seed beads, including these very popular 

superduos. We have a great range of Japanese round 
and demi-round seed beads and Treasures from Toho 

and also stock Miyuki seed beads. They’re available 
loose and in retail-ready packs or tubes.

www.creativebeadcraft.co.uk

Czech Glass Beads
Creative Beadcraft supply a great variety of Czech 
glass beads including fire-polished beads, crystal 

bicones, pearls, smooth round beads and fancy 
beads and pendants. We also offer a huge range of 
multi-hole beads including the CzechMates range, 

Les Perles par Puca, Preciosa beads such as the 
best-selling candy beads and Matubo beads like 

the very popular gemduos and ginkos. They’re 
available loose and as retail-ready tubes or strings.

www.creativebeadcraft.co.uk

Metal Stamping Kit 
The ImpressArt Metal Stamping Kit encompasses  

the essentials needed to help you start creating 
beautiful, hand-stamped jewelry, crafts, and gifts! 

Included in the kit is the perfectly weighted  
Ergo-Angle Metal Stamping Hammer, a small steel 

block, basic sans serif metal stamps, and a set of 
practice aluminum blanks. 

 www.ImpressArt.com  

Wooden Jewellery Supplies 
Unique and high quality wooden jewellery 

supplies, wooden bezel cups, wooden art base 
for jewellery making, wooden cameo settings, 

blank wood for jewellery making, wooden 
pendant and bracelet bases, mosaic bases and 

trivets, mini picture frames.
www.artwoodenstuff.com
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Ten top tips to stand out on
social media this Christmas 

Jessica Rose, founder of the London 
Jewellery School and the Jewellers 
Academy, offers her advice of making the 
most of your products online 

When it comes to selling, Christmas should 
be your busiest time of year. But how do 
you make sure you have the best sales ever? 
How can you stand out on social media? 

1. FOCUS ON INSTAGRAM
Right now Instagram is the place to be for 
jewellers and handmade artists. If you’re 
doing well on Facebook and Twitter then, by 
all means, carry on but if you’re not seeing 
much interaction on social media then I 
suggest you concentrate your efforts on 
Instagram over the pre-Christmas period.

2. POST REGULARLY
It may sound obvious but being on there and 
posting a few times a week (or even daily) 
helps people find you, see you and remember 
you. You can work out the best time of day 

to post if you have a business account on 
Instagram. A business account is free to 
have and you can easily change your account 
to business by tapping on account settings 
and ‘switch to business profile’. This will 
then allow you to see the best time of day to 
post via the insights by tapping audience.

3. PLEASE DON’T DESCRIBE 
YOUR PRODUCT!
It may sound counterintuitive but an 
Instagram post is not the same as a 
sales page on your website. Instagram is 
for the step before that - getting people 
interested in your work so don’t simply 
repeat your product description. So what 
should you share on Instagram? Tell a 
story. Why did you choose that gemstone? 
How did you go about making this piece? 
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Why is it one of your customer favourites? 
Engage people don’t just sell to them.

4. CONNECTION IS KEY
Yes, posting on Instagram is important but 
connection is the key to being memorable 
and making sales. In the run-up to Christmas, 
it’s important to spend some time interacting 
with people. Reply to their comments. 
Find people you think may be interested in 
your work by doing a hashtag search for 
something you think your customers will be 
interested in e.g. #handmadeisbetter. Make 
sure you tap ‘latest’ to see posts from those 
that are posting right now. Compliment 
people and be specific about what they’ve 
posted. They will want to know who you are 
and will tap on your account to find out.

5. USE INSTAGRAM STORIES
A lot of people are bypassing the Instagram 
feed and watching the stories so make 
sure you’re posting there too. Stories 
disappear after 24 hours so you can feel 
a bit more relaxed about what you share 
and can make it more fun and engaging.

6. HASHTAGS
Hashtags are a way of being found by people 
who don’t currently follow you. Give https://
www.all-hashtag.com/ a try and see which 
hashtags they suggest. You don’t have to use 
all of them but they could help you appear in a 
search. Also check out other makers accounts 

and see which hashtags they are using as 
there may be some you haven’t heard of.

7. THEMED PHOTOS AND VIDEOS
It’s a good idea to do some themed photos 
or mini videos to catch people’s eye for 
Christmas. Think Christmassy props and fun!

8. DECIDE WHETHER YOU’RE GOING 
TO DO A BLACK FRIDAY PROMO
Black Friday is November 29, this year. 
Designer makers have found it a good time to 
do promotions to boost your sales. However, 
if it’s handmade we never compete on price 
so do think carefully about other promotional 
options e.g. free p&p, free luxury packaging etc

9. USE PROMOTED POSTS
It can be worthwhile using promoted 
posts on Instagram around Christmas. 
Take a look at your posts from the 
previous week and promote the one 
that had the most engagement to boost 
your following and interaction.

10. BE CLEAR ABOUT 
YOUR DEADLINES
Make sure you know your order deadlines for 
bespoke pieces, overseas postage and postage 
in your country for arriving before Christmas. 
Share these regularly and do reminders as the 
deadlines approach. Remember, not everyone 
sees every post from you so don’t be afraid to 
share the same information more than once.

Good luck with your sales this Christmas. I 
hope that it’s a record year for you. Do follow us 
on Instagram for more tips @jewellersacademy 
and if you’d like to learn more I have a free 
Instagram course I’d love you to join me! 
https://learn.jewelleryschoolonline.com/p/
instagram-for-jewellers-free-online-course

Note: the hints and tips are good 
for any business, you don’t have to be 
a jeweller to get something from it.
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Excellent results across the board
Bubbalux Craft Board is a premium foam board, 

which can be crafted with a range of familiar 
techniques and equipment. Uniquely, Bubbalux can 
be permanently shaped with the addition of heat. 

It’s water-resistant and suitable for outdoor display 
and indoor decoration. Papercrafters enjoy using 

Bubbalux with a wide range of familiar techniques 
and equipment. Achieve excellent results die-

cutting, embossing and making 3D shapes after 
heating. For costume designers and 3D artists, 

Bubbalux is a useful ‘chameleon’ product: emboss, 
mould, texturize, guild or paint to make it look 

like wood, metal or leather, but it’s easier to craft, 
lightweight and vegan!

www.crafttex.co 

Therm O Web Deco Foil Metallix Gel
Add stunning metallic shine and incredible 

dimension to papercrafts and mixed media without 
need of a laminator or expensive hot-foiling 

system. Easy-to-use, one-step Metallix Gel goes 
on buttery smooth and becomes even more 

reflective once dry. It’s ideal for stencils when used 
with a palette knife or the new wide-width Deco 
Foil Stencil Pal, but may also be brushed onto any 
porous surface. Available in six on-trend metallic 

shades including Pure Gold, Champagne Mist, Aged 
Copper, Glazed Pewter, White Pearl, and Black Ice. 
Metallix Gels may also be tinted with inks and ink 

sprays to make custom metallic colour blends.
www.thermoweb.com 

Essdee Linocut Taster Kit
Essdee’s taster kit enables budding artists to 

create two beautiful Linocuts without committing 
to expensive tools and equipment. The kit includes 
two pieces of easy-to-carve SoftCut Lino and the 

two essential Lino cutters needed to carve your 
first masterpiece. It also includes 100ml of premium 

water-based block printing ink and an ink roller, 
which is enough to create many prints from your 

designs. The instructions will guide you through the 
process from carving to printing. 

www.essdee.co.uk 

A rough and ready look
Talens Art Creation Beton Paste is an opaque paste, 
which gives a rough concrete look to a wide range 

of surfaces. This tough, rough look fits in well in 
today’s modern interiors. Beton Paste is a more a 
paste than a paint and is only suitable for indoor 

use. To create a rougher surface use a painting knife, 
and for a smoother finish use a brush or sponge. 
It creates the rough and hard concrete effect is 

available in five attractive colour tints.
Photo Credits: Moon Clock using the Beton Paste 

in five colour tints courtesy of Craft Influencer 
Emma Jewell.

www.royaltalens.com 
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FIMO leather-effect
STAEDTLER’s new FIMO leather-effect is an 
innovative extension to its popular polymer 

modelling clay range. Opening up a whole new 
world of crafting opportunities, FIMO leather-effect 

mimics the look and texture of real leather but 
remains flexible after hardening so it can be cut, 

sewn, braided, pierced and embossed.
In 12 inspirational shades, it can be worked in the 

same way as leather and other textiles giving 
amazing design scope and versatility. This exciting 
new craft medium presents FIMO enthusiasts and 

first-time users with a vast range of new modelling 
possibilities for creative decorations, on-trend 

accessories and unique jewellery.
www.staedtler.co.uk

wow embossing powder Riviera Trio 
The WOW! Riviera Trio consists of three embossing 
powder blends with glitter, each one giving a unique 

texture to your projects, the colours compliment 
each other perfectly, giving a modern feel.
www.trade.wowembossingpowder.co.uk 

Create, cut and bake 
your craft projects. 

Bake and shrink film in 
Matte, White, Sanded, 

Clear, Black, Ink Jet 
White & Ink-Jet Clear. 

Or in six bright colours: 
Red, Blue, Green, Yellow, 

Purple, and Orange; 
plus Metallic Gold and 

Silver. Now, Grafix Artist 
Series Shrink Film, 12 

unique pre-printed 
designs from industry 

artists plus assortment 
packs. 8.5”x11” packs 

of 6 or 50 sheets with 
instructions. Shrink 

Film is ideal for making 
key chains, jewellery, 
ornaments, magnets 

and much more!

www.grafixarts.com

GRAFIX ART
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Hey, come on
let’s bundle!

Putting together bundles for Christmas presents is a great 
idea and these can appeal to all levels of crafters across 
all different markets. Claire Hamer, Trimcraft UK Trade 
Account Manager, gives us her top tips

CARD MAKING
For beginner card makers consider a 
tool pack to get them started. A bundle 
containing a trimmer, scissors, card blanks, 
envelopes, adhesives, a paper pad and some 
sentiment toppers make a great starter 
pack. If you can make a couple of sample 

cards and include a picture of them in the 
bundle, along with some instructions, then 
this is great added value and extremely 
useful to get the beginner crafting.

For the more experienced crafter, put 
together a bundle containing a collection 
with a paper pad and coordinating decorative 
elements, along with matching cardstock. 
This gives the recipient the option to get 
creative with their crafting and use the 
elements with their existing stash.
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Hey, come on
let’s bundle!

STAMPING
A beginner’s stamp bundle could include 
a stamping platform to make stamping 
easy and give the recipient the skill to get 
good results from the very start. Match 
this with a set of stamps, some ink pads 
and good quality stamping card.  Look at 
stocking matching stamp and dies stamps 
for intermediate stampers. There’s plenty 
of choice of suppliers for these products.

COLOURING
Colouring is probably one of the easiest 
crafts to get into and one of most affordable. 
A simple bundle of a book and colouring 
pencils, tied together with ribbon can be 
a great gift. Alternatively bundle several 
similarly themed books together for those 
that are already have the colouring bug.  

DIE CUTTING
It’s worth considering stocking higher ticket 
priced items to sell as Christmas presents. 
Put together die cutting bundle dies that 
contain a manual or electric machine with 
a couple of core die sets, such as nesting 
shapes, tags, sentiments or alphabets and 
for those looking to upgrade to the next level 
offer them a bundle including an electronic 
machine such as the Cricut or Silhouette with 
SVG files collections available on USBs.

SCRAPBOOKING
In addition to offering bundles including albums 
and papers with matching embellishments it’s 
also worth talking to local photographers to 
work together to offer a photography course 
or reduced-price photograph printing.

JOURNALING/PLANNERS
For crafter’s that love their planners and 
journals their nearest and dearest will be 
looking for the newest designs and 2020 
calendar pages and accessories.  A great 
bundle would include a journal, pens and 
stickers.  If possible, offer a pick and 
mix on the stickers and journal bundle to 
make the gift as personal as possible.

PRESENTATION
In your store, wrap the bundles in cellophane 
and a big bow to make them look like 
perfect gifts and offer gift wrapping for 
a small additional charge.  Offer a wish 
list service, so that the crafter gets 
what they want on Christmas day.
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A great choice for hobby and crafts
This Airbrushing Kit is perfect for the first time or 

occasional user because it delivers soft, effortless 
coverage and quality atomisation at low air pressures 

making it a great choice for hobby and crafts. 
The Gravity-Feed Airbrush and the Miniature Air 

Compressor included works at any voltage and has 
multiple plug-style adapters. This kit also includes 

three 1oz bottles of Com-Art Colours, 1oz bottle 
of Medea Airbrush Cleaner and complete online 

instructions and exercises to gain skill and control. 
Packaged in a handle box, it’s the perfect, portable 

airbrush kit and makes a great gift!
www.airbrushes.com

Inspirational, fun, and easy-to-use
Bow K is an inspirational, fun, and easy-to-

use surface for creating handheld bouquets, 
centerpieces, tree toppers and draping. Bow Ks 

can be designed with fresh flowers as well as with 
non-perishable elements including silk stems, 
bows, and picks. Constructed of Acrylonitrile 

Butadiene Styrene, it can safely be placed directly 
in water. Floral tubes can be added to position fresh 

flowers alongside faux or vice versa. Bow K can 
be refreshed and restyled again and again. This 

versatile and reusable tool is generously sized at 
10” in diameter with 48 one-half inch holes 

and a 4” hollow handle. 
bowk.com

Make stunning sashings
The Sasher Collection won the Industry Innovation 
Award in the 2015 Australian Craft Industry Awards. 
Designed to help make stunning sashings for Quilt 
As You Go Quilts from 1/8” up to 2 1/2” wide. Make 
very fine bias strips for applique and Celtic designs. 
Make peepers to highlight sashings. Make sashings 

with corner stones. Make Bias strips for stems. Make 
double fold binding to bind quilts. Use the Jelly Roll 

version for Jelly Roll Rugs or bags. 
ohsewsweetshop.co.uk 

A fibre crafter’s dream tool
The Loome Robot Model patented tool can 
make pom-poms, tassels, cords, friendship 

bracelets and mini weavings... basically a fibre 
crafter’s dream tool! 

www.thesewcialcircle.com 
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Nassau Light Pad LED
The Nassau Light Pad LED is only 4mm thick. It has 
dimmable LED’s and provides an even spread light 
from edge to edge. Powered by an AC adapter with 

USB plug. It is also very low heat. Two sides ruler built 
in and is perfect for stencilling, embossing, hand-

lettering and much more.
www.craftsensations.nl 

Craft Knives   
Designed specifically for the serious hobbyist  and 
suitable for  light, medium and heavy duty cutting 
projects in the Arts, Craft and Modelling fields the 

Swann-Morton ACM Set contains 10 assorted 
individually wrapped blades plus three handles each 

carrying an additional blade housed in a neat but 
robust carrying case. 

www.craftknives.co.uk 

Skin Protection
DermaGuard Skin Protection lotion starts helping to 

repair damaged skin straightaway and one application 
guarantees to moisturise and protect for up to four 
hours. It’s ideal for all craft workers- and especially 
for those suffering from skin problems caused by 

working with craft materials. DermaGuard won’t mark 
or stain your work piece. To order call free on 0800 

917 2219 
www.dermaguard.com 

Gift Boxes 
The BUNTBOX should both look beautiful, 
as well as to be nice to touch; that is why 
they hare high quality fully-coloured fine 

cardboard with beautiful rich colours. 
In order to protect the environment the box 

is 100% recycled. DIY lovers can easily 
personalise the Buntboxes with crayons, oil and 
acrylic, chalk, adhesives, stickers, different kind 

of stamps, seals, simply coloured and felt-tip 
pens (everything holds on it).

 www.buntbox.com 
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Quilling by Philippa Reid
Quilling is a centuries-old art, which requires just three 

elements - your fingers, paper strips and glue. This 
practical guide demonstrates the techniques with 

step-by-step instructions and photos, and explains 
the best way to develop your skills and thereby push 

the creative boundaries of this art.
Written by a passionate paper artist, it is a 

comprehensive guide that will inspire both novice and 
experienced quillers, as well as mixed media artists 

wishing to explore the potential of paper filigree work.
www.crowood.com

Knit and Nibble
Knit and Nibble is the world award-winning 

knitting and mindfulness book by James McIntosh 
and Dr Thomas Ernst.
www.knitnibble.com 

Fall in love with Mabel Bunny & Co
Fall in love with these oversized toys, then crochet 

them all, including three mini versions.
De-stress by snuggling up with Mabel Bunny and her 

friends oversized crocheted toys, perfect for giant 
cuddles and little hands. There are 15 different animals 
to crochet and love, including a dragon, a polar bear, a 
red panda and a pig, you can also make a mini Mabel, 

octopus and koala, which are 30-40cm tall. So be 
inspired, choose a pattern to start and be prepared to 

fall in love with this collection of adorable toys. 
www.searchpress.com 

Botanical Illustration
from Life by Isik Güner

Observe, draw, paint, explore and master the art of 
botanical illustration.

Award-winning botanical artist Isik Guner shares 
her passion for drawing and painting living plants 

from around the world. Her work is both artistically 
accomplished and scientifically accurate, and will 

inspire you to master the skills you need to produce 
your own botanical illustrations from life.

www.searchpress.com
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5 easy things you
can do to
boost sales

PR guru Joshua Walker looks at how to 
increase your online business

1 Share, share, share your products/
services on Social Media – and we’re 

talking here across all social media platforms. 
You may feel it’s just your grandma that 
still uses it, but Facebook is invaluable to 
brands for promotion. The same goes for 
Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat. By building 
followers across the big four, you better 
spread the word about how cool what your 
brand offers is, broadening your potential 
to bring in more sales in the process.

2 Email newsletters can be your best pal – 
use your shiny and regularly sent-out (we 

hope!) newsletters to better promote your 
current offerings. Have a new line released? 
Promote it. Event happening in a couple 
weeks? Promote it. A list of subscribers that 

When even your auntie who lives down 
in Kent has an etsy store as a side-
hustle – that brings her a tidy sum each 
month to pay off her credit card debts 
– it’s difficult not to wonder how you can 
boost your own sales in this cluttered 
ocean of online sellers. It’s easy to get 
down about it… but snap out of it!

The struggle may be real when it comes 
to the problem of boosting in sales, but when 
there’s a will, there’s a way. When it comes 
to PR, it’s safe to say Joshua Walker PR 
have thrown the rulebook in the shredder. 
Founded three years ago by Joshua Walker, 
the ex-journalist-turned-PR-supreme is 
today bringing his five easy things you 
can to boost you (or your client’s) sales: 
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5 easy things you
can do to
boost sales

you email are sales gold because those folks 
who hit the subscribe button are invested 
in your brand enough to want to hear from 
you from time to time; capitalise that. Give 
them a nudge to buy something sometime.

3 Offer glitzy discounts or special gifts 
to returning customers – whether it’s 

a referral code that bags them and their 
pal a discount off your product, or a bonus 
freebie as a reward for sticking around, 
treat your loyal customers. Consider 

emailing returning customers codes as 
thanks, giving a nice sales boost.

4 Do some housekeeping on your product 
listing/website – if you need to spike 

up your sales have a look at your analytics. 
Where is your traffic coming from? Are being 
coming back? Are backlinks all working? Are 
people engaging with the website? Are product 
descriptions up to date? Use the answers 
to maximise traffic sources and streamline 
your website to keep users for longer – and 
working their way to the check out page!

5 Give your customers payment options 
– now, you’d actually be surprised how 

many brands don’t actually offer PayPal on 
their site. PayPay is, let’s be real, for those 
whose debit cards are downstairs and they 
can’t be bothered to go fetch it. So, if a 
website doesn’t have PayPal as a payment 
option, they might ditch the buy out of sheer 
laziness. On top of Mastercard and Visa, keep 
payment options nice and varied; broadening 
how many people can buy from you.
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Re-awaken your creative talent
Wooden furniture decoration and painting is a 

fantastic way to modernise and revamp old furniture, 
different cultures have their own distinctive styles. 
This innovative kit contains all the materials to paint 

and decorate a beautiful set of mini wooden drawers 
and includes decorative stickers to create your own 

style. The House of Crafts have been manufacturing 
high quality, innovative boxed craft kits here in the 
UK since 1991. With the emphasis on crafts as gifts 
and striking inspirational packaging they are sure to 

re-awaken the creative talent in all of us.
houseofcrafts.co.uk 

Beaker Button Crosswheel
Dorset Button Kit

Beaker Button’s Beginners’ Dorset Button Kit, 
designed and produced at our studio in Hampshire. 
Comes with written and photographic instructions, 

our own hand dyed wool thread, washable metal 
rings and needle. This kit makes three buttons.

www.beakerbutton.co.uk

Creativity delivered to your door
MakeBox + Co is a monthly box of creativity delivered 

to your door. We also sell individual premium yet 
affordable craft boxes priced from £24.99 and below. 

Kits vary in craft type from sewing to painting keeping 
our subscribers busy with a fun challenge every 
month. Designed by bestselling craft author and 

presenter Hannah Read-Baldrey and managed by her 
husband entrepreneur Brendan Baldrey. A relatively 

new business that has seen extraordinary growth and 
popularity with a growing community of MakeBoxers 

on social media @makebox.co #mymakebox 
www.makebox.co

Fun and decorative
This beautifully balanced, abstract macramé 

design is as much a fun DIY activity as it is a great 
wall décor piece. This is an easier kit, suitable for 

beginners. Solid Oak’s Make-ramé DIY home 
décor is a retro art form with modern style. A few 
simple knots and you get an amazing piece of wall 
art that will last for years. Create it by yourself to 

decompress or have a macramé party with some 
friends. This kit includes: - Lots of 4mm, off-white 
cord - Natural wood branch with bark for a unique 
hanging rod - Copper colour metal accent tubes - 

Clear instructions that walk you through each type 
of knot used, and each step to create the design.

www.solidoakinc.com 
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Beeswax Wrap Kit
Beeswax is an all-natural, antibacterial, waterproof 

and eco-friendly supermaterial. These amazing 
properties of beeswax are perfect for the 
preservation of food. With this kit, you will 

impregnate 100 per cent cotton with beeswax and 
use to wrap foods such as fruit, veg or cheeses to 
cut the amount of single-use plastics. Your food 
covers can be used over and over again. Contains 

everything needed to make five eco-friendly 
beeswax food wraps.

www.peakdaleproducts.co.uk

Crystal Magnet Set
This is a set of six clear dome glass fridge magnets 

in a beautiful look. Each magnet is made with a small, 
super-strong magnet. The back is finished with a 

water-resistant sealer for durability. They are a good 
option for home decoration gifts, wedding gifts, 

souvenir gifts, and promotional gifts. Our full colour 
printed dome glass magnets have a wide range of 

colours, designs, and themes. Personalized wedding 
info, famous place photo, and brand logo, the artist’s 

design can be printed on the magnet.
www.winsongifts.com

Simply Make Craft Kits
A vast range of on-trend craft kits spanning from 

sewing, pyrography, Christmas decorations, candle 
making and glass painting to the most popular; 

needle felting. Combining the satisfaction of craft with 
modern trends, Simply Make craft kits are an ideal 

project, or the perfect gift – proving popular all year 
round. With everything needed in a single box and 

simple step-by-step instructions, Simply Make craft 
kits suit all tastes and abilities. 

www.westdesignproducts.co.uk

Marabu Screen Printing Kit
With the hobbyist in mind, the Marabu Screen 

Printing Kit brings together their wealth of 
experience and excellence in craft inks and paints 

to develop an easy-to-use kit at an affordable price 
point. Containing everything needed in a single box, 
consumers can now freely dabble in the technique 

of screen printing - providing another method 
for expression at an affordable price, without 

sacrificing on quality.
01303 297888

sales@westdesignproducts.co.uk
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How to market your
small business at a
craft fair

Andrew Dark, director and co-owner of branding and 
printwear specialist Custom Planet, has five handy tips 
that will help you to get your business noticed

your brand colours and fonts: for instance, 
cool neutrals for a trendy modern brand, or 
a more eclectic, chintzy set up for a vintage-
inspired feel. And, don’t overlook the little 
details, like price tags — everything needs to 
tie in with the look you’re trying to create.

You’ll also need a large, eye-catching sign, 
positioned somewhere that shoppers will 
see it. This needs to feature your logo and 
signature font to unify your branding. You 
could even include a photograph or two of you 
at work on your creations, so people realise 
that you’re the maker of all your products.

ADD PERSONALITY AND DECORATION
You can even add a few props and accessories 
to help showcase your products and add 
personality to your stall. For instance, if you 
sell jewellery, you could hang necklaces off 
a vintage candlestick, or place them inside 

Attending craft fairs is a great way to 
get your business in front of lots of 
potential customers at once — but as 
you’ll be competing against many of other 
vendors, you’ll need to make sure your 
branding stands out. Wondering how you 
can make your stall stand out among the 
hundreds of others at a craft fair? The
secret is good branding. In this article, I’ll be 
sharing a few ideas that will help you to create 
a beautifully branded stall that will entice 
customers, as well some marketing tips for 
securing repeat business after the fair is over.

MAKE YOUR STALL STAND OUT
You only have a few seconds to grab the 
attention of passing customers, so make sure 
your stall is beautifully designed and arranged 
in a way that is consistent with the rest of 
your branding. Your stall design should use 



57craftbusiness.com

vintage jewellery boxes. If your branding is 
modern, you could mount your creations on 
a cork pinboard and decorate your table with 
a couple of glass jars filled with fairy lights. 
As long as the objects you choose match the 
overall aesthetic of your brand, it should help to 
entice your target customers over to your stall.

Be careful not to go overboard with your 
props, however. It should be immediately 
clear to anyone who approaches your 
stall what sort of products you offer. So, 
don’t load up on so many decorative knick-
knacks that customers won’t be able to 
make out the stuff that’s actually for sale.

WEAR YOUR BRAND
Every interaction with a potential customer is 
a chance to make a sale, build relationships, 
and promote your services to capture 
repeat custom. Wearing branded clothing 
is another opportunity to promote your 
business during face-to-face interactions, 
and it can set your craft business apart from 
the other stalls at the fair, especially if many 
other attendees are amateur hobbyists 
rather than small businesses. And, if you 
work with a business partner or employee, 
it will help to create a cohesive look.

So, think about getting some custom 
T-shirts or accessories made up with your 
logo and branding. If you sell clothing or 
accessories — like woolly hats, knitted 
cardigans, or handmade jewellery — then 
don’t forget to wear these as part of 
your outfit to show off your talents.

BRING MARKETING MATERIALS
Even if casual browsers don’t buy anything 
from you during the fair, there’s still a chance 
you’ll make a sale at a later date if they take 
a business card with your contact details 
on. So, if you don’t have a business card 
designed yet, be sure to get some printed 
before your next fair! And, make sure to place 

your cards in a spot near the front of your 
stall where people can easily pick them up.

If you do custom or bespoke work, it’s also 
a smart move to make up some pamphlets or 
leaflets which explain your services in more 
detail. Remember to include your social media 
handles on all your marketing materials so 
people can keep up with your business online.

OFFER A FEW FREEBIES
People love freebies, and offering a few 
promotional goodies is a great way to win 
over potential customers, as well as getting 
some more exposure for your brand. For 
example, you could give out free samples of 
a particular product, a selection of pick n’ mix 
sweets in a branded paper bag, or even free 
tote bags printed with your logo for your first 
30 customers (if your budget will stretch to it).

Exactly what you give away is up to you, 
but whatever you decide, just be sure to include 
your logo and details on it somewhere. As well 
as attracting customers to your stall, this also 
means that other people at the craft fair will 
see your logo, giving you some extra exposure 
and drumming up interest in your brand.

Craft fairs can be competitive places, 
especially when there are hundreds of other 
similar businesses all vying for people’s 
attention. But, as long as you create an 
eye-catching stall that’s true to your brand, 
and ensure that all your marketing materials 
are consistently branded, you should be 
able to entice customers to your stall.
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CHSI Stitches
the meeting place for the craft industry
CHSI Stitches, February 16-18, 2020, NEC, Birmingham, UK
CHSI Stitches is the UK’s leading craft 
trade show. For vital industry insight, the 
chance to network and forge new business 
connections as well as discover the latest 
must-stock products, this annual industry 
event is a must-visit. A packed programme 
of free seminars and workshops across 
the three days equips crafts businesses 
with the knowledge they need to thrive.

The meeting place for the craft 
industry, CHSI Stitches brings together 
over 6,000 craft buyers with over 200 
exhibitors and more than 100,000 products 
from across the globe each year.

Exclusive to CHSI Stitches and vital 
to every craft industry professional is the 
annual results of The Craft Report, providing 
overall industry trend data to exhibitors and 
visitors exclusively at the show. The Craft 
Report gives key insights into the buying 
motivators and habits of the crafting public. 
Revealed only at CHSI Stitches each year, 
the themes covered in the 2020 Craft Report 
include environmental concerns, world trends, 

sources of customer inspiration, the power 
of influencers, the importance of innovation, 
wellbeing and the new generation of crafters.

More than 50 hours of free education 
is also on offer throughout the trade 
show. Visitors can attend free, trade only 
workshop sessions focussed on teaching 
new techniques and imparting product 
knowledge to improve in store sales.

Product inspiration can be found at the 
popular catwalk show featuring garments 
created using the latest fabrics, yarns and 
haberdashery and a new ‘Trending Now’ 
area highlighting recent product releases 
from exhibitors. The Bright Sparks feature 
showcases brand new designers and leading-
edge products from across the world. Advice 
and support on all things needlecraft can be 
found in The Stitching Hub, hosted by the 
Royal School of Needlework and the AFCI 
is ready will all types of business advice 
at its drop-in clinic in the Business Hub.

To register, free of charge, 
visit www.chsi.co.uk
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Time to ply your trade
It’s getting to that time of year when you will 
be gearing up for the trade show circuit. 

The AFCI’s Creativation takes place from 
January 16-20, 2020, in Phoenix, Arizona. 
Workshops and classes begin on the 16th with 
the trade show floor opening up on the 18th.

Creativation hosts several thousand 
domestic and international attendees. Currently, 
about 20 per cent of their attendees are from 
overseas flying in from 53 different countries, 
with over 50 international exhibitors from 17 
different countries. Creativation is dedicated to 
enhancing the experience for the International 
audience offering a travel assistance page, 
access to onsite services in a variety of 
languages and dedicated educational tracks on 
how to conduct business internationally.

Next up is a a trip to Frankfurt for 
Christmasworld, Creativeworld and Paperworld 
later in the month.

Christmasworld is the world’s biggest trend 
and order platform for the international seasonal 
and festive decoration sector – and therefore the 

perfect B2B trade fair for a great start to the new 
business season. Christmasworld in Frankfurt 
am Main brings together manufacturers and 
retailers, as well as major commercial buyers 
from all over the world and takes place between 
January 24-28.

Creativeworld is where creativity meets 
business – with more than 350 manufacturers 
and over 9,000 buyers. Creativeworld, leading 
international trade fair for hobby, arts and crafts 
supplies, shows what is driving and advancing 
the market: future-oriented trends, the latest 
materials and heaps of expertise.

It is set to transform the exhibition halls of 
Messe Frankfurt into a creative marketplace 
from January 25-28, 2020. 

The great demand for creative materials, 
products, tools and applications continues 
unabated. To use your own hands to make, 
repair or recycle things produces a positive 
feeling. ‘Self-made’ has developed into a new 
status symbol, a counter-trend to the rapid 
pace of digitalisation and the many other 
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changes that are omnipresent in both private 
and business life. However, digitalisation cannot 
satisfy all consumer needs. And this is the 
source of the widespread consumer wish for 
greater individuality and creativity.

A creative market needs a platform where it 
can show what it has to offer. And this is exactly 
where Creativeworld has a vital role to play. 

Michael Reichhold, Creativeworld Director, 
Messe Frankfurt Exhibition GmbH, said: “When 
we launched Creativeworld as an independent 
trade fair for the creative sector ten years 
ago, we chose not only the right time but also 
the right way to go about it. Since then, that 
small segment has developed into the creative 
meeting place for the whole world.

“Being unrivalled worldwide is a great 
responsibility. Accordingly, we are very well 
aware that our job with Creativeworld is to 
reflect the world market, to be a trend barometer 
and source of ideas, and to advise the sector.”

Paperworld, the international stationery, 
office supplies and writing materials fair, brings 
industry and retailers together on a single 
platform, and provides an insight into the 
product trends of tomorrow.

From 25 to 28 January, 2020, in Frankfurt 
am Main, both the exhibitors and Paperworld 
Trends will be presenting new products for 
commercial office supplies (the visionary office) 
and non-business stationery, writing materials 
and school supplies (the stationery trends).

And another trip to Germany will get you 
to h+h cologne 2020. The success story of the 
International Trade Fair for Creative Handicraft & 
Hobby Supplies is set to continue when it returns 
to Cologne from March 20-22, 2020.

Alongside the sector’s top German 
companies, a whole host of market participants 
from outside the country have already confirmed 
their attendance at the world’s most important 
trade fair for the textile handicrafts business. 
Once again, around 16,000 international trade 
visitors are anticipated, who have more to look 
forward to beyond the comprehensive range of 
products and services offered by the exhibiting 
companies.

That’s because a crucial factor in the fair’s 
continuing success is its first-class event 
programme, the principle aim of which is to 
provide the international specialised trade with 
important commercial stimulus and creative 
incentives to attract new business, promote 
sales and retain customers. The motto for the 
coming year is “Rock your success – success 
through creativity!”. Under this banner, high-
profile experts will pick up on the sector’s 
trending topics and present tried-and-tested 
business strategies in the “My lovely living room” 
event space. The range of subjects covered will 
extend from good self-organisation and advice 
for using Instagram and Google Maps effectively 
to designing an optimal service offer as the key 
to success.
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A contemporary new identity
The Stitch Festival is an exciting new show 
taking place at the Business Design Centre, 
Islington, London from Feb 27 – March 1, 2020.

The Stitch Festival is an exciting new show 
taking place at the Business Design Centre, 
Islington, London from Feb 27 – March 1, 2020.

Organisers Upper Street Events are expecting 
16,000 ‘crafty’ visitors and they’re looking for new 
companies to serve this audience. If you have 
knitting, crochet, dressmaking, embroidery, cross 
stitch or quilting products, you won’t want to 
miss this opportunity.

Formally known as the Spring Knitting & 
Stitching Show, the event has been given a 
contemporary new identity that will drive new 
visitors while continuing to serve the existing 
audience of affluent and passionate crafters. It’s 
new home in Islington, with its vibrant, creative 
community and great transport links make the 
show even more attractive to attend.

The new look event will be a festival of 
creativity full of interactive and engaging features 
plus hundreds of workshops.

Aimed at crafters looking to stock up on 
supplies, The Stitch Festival will feature over 
200 quality exhibitors offering specialist craft 
products and there’s still time to be one of them.

The show is already 70 per cent fully booked 
and space at the show is filling up fast so get in 
touch today to find out more.

Contact Michelle Prah on michelle.prah@
upperstreetevents.co.uk



CRAFT 4 CRAFTERS page_CBIZ  30/10/2019  11:41  Page 1



CRAFT 4 CRAFTERS page_CBIZ  30/10/2019  11:41  Page 1

65craftbusiness.com

CRAFT SHOW ROUNDUP

Craft4Crafters is the ‘Crème de la crème’
The Craft4Crafters show established in 2001 
is now one of the largest crafting exhibitions 
in the South West, its three shows attract 
visitors from Bristol, Cornwall, Dorset, Devon, 
Gloucestershire, Somerset, and Wiltshire, as 
well as the Isles of Scilly.

Debbie Bailey, sales manager, said:  “In recent 
years we have seen visitors as far as Birmingham, 
Brighton and Southampton. The shows have 
established themselves as the Crème de la crème 
of crafting events, with a fantastic choice of 
traders, displays, workshops and exciting show 
features. We work hard on making sure nothing 
is missed when we  organise our shows which is 
why we see our footfall each year increasing and 
traders reporting healthy spending.”

If you are interested in possibly exhibiting 
at one of the shows, please contact Debbie on 
01454 778 986 or email debbie@craft4crafters.
co.uk.
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It’s all about the customers
THE rise in interest in consumer shows 
continues as the boom in everything hand-
made continues.

Always attracting the crowds are ICHF 
Events’ The Creative Craft Shows. They are a 
popular series of events for new and established 
crafters, taking place across the UK and 
offering the opportunity to revel in creative craft 
inspiration.

Events coming up are: January 30 - February 
1, 2020, EventCity,  Manchester; March 5-8, 
2020, SEC, Glasgow; March 19-22, 2020, NEC, 
Birmingham;  April 24-25, 2020, Excel,  London; 
June 26-28, 2020, NEC, Birmingham.

For more information head to www.
stitchandhobby.co.uk

The Knitting and Stitching Shows also 
provide a popular draw all year round. They 
are the definitive events for anyone with a 
love of textile-based craft.  Their last show 
of 2019 is held in the Harrogate Convention 
Centre, November 28 – December 1, and it’s the 
largest textiles event in the north of England, 
with hundreds of workshops, demonstrations, 
interactive features, professionally curated 
galleries, as well as over 200 exhibitors selling 
specialist craft supplies.

The Stitch Festival, formerly known as the 
Spring Knitting and Stitching Show, is being held 
at the Business Design Centre, London, February 
27- March 1, 2020.

More dates for The Knitting and Stitching 
Shows include: October 8-11, 2020, Alexander 
Palace, London.

For further information visit www.
theknittingandstitchingshow.com

The Festival of Quilts is always a top 
attraction at the NEC. It is Europe’s ultimate 

quilting destination and attracts 25,000 
visitors from across the world. The show is 
a celebration of quilting in all its forms, with 
over 300 exhibitors offering essential supplies, 
world-class galleries of quilts from leading 
international makers, 350 workshops, talks and 
demos plus a magnificent display of over 800 
competition quilts. It is the ultimate patchwork 
and quilting experience. 

Next year’s The Festival of Quilts takes place 
from July 30 – August 2, 2020.

What better way to introduce consumers to your goods than face to face
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